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Reshaping of the Peck San Theng £ FHIE &

Sam Kong San

Introduction

The reason for the existence of Peck San Theng (PST) has remained practically unchanged for the last 137 years. It is to facilitate ancestor
worship which is summarised by Confucius’s teaching as “shen zong zui yuan” “[E£%1BiE, meaning “To earnestly handle a proper
funeral for your deceased parents and not forget to pay continuous respects to them years after." The only difference is from 1870 to
1982, tens of thousands of people will gather at PST cemetery during the Ching Ming festival to pay respect to their ancestors, whereas
from 1983 to date, massive crowds will gather at PST columbarium to do the same. The land of PST cemetery grouped under 10 pavilions
over 342 acres, was acquired during the 1980s by the government to build a new town called Bishan. The current PST columbarium is
located in a compound of 8 acres at Bishan Lane. On the whole, PST has not changed the nature of its business since inception in 1870.
This custom and practice of ancestor worship has become Singapore’s living heritage. Held in June 2007, the Annual General Meeting (the
highest authority of PST attended by the representatives of 16 clan associations) approved a concept plan for the reshaping of PST so that
it is more in line with the cultural development in Singapore. This article explains how the concept plan would reshape the PST.

The Concept Plan for Reshaping

Singapore is a multi-racial and multi-cultural society. To maintain social harmony, it is crucial for her citizens to be more appreciative of the
diverse cultures in Singapore. The key objective of this Concept Plan is to raise the profile of PST so as to improve its visibility and competi-
tiveness in the columbarium business, while at the same time publicizing PST’s culture and custom:s. It will also contribute greatly towards
National Education, as it will aid in the promotion of a common understanding among its citizens. Finally, it will also contribute to the
tourism industry. Eight areas are identified for development in this plan to reshape PST. They are briefly explained in terms of purpose,
proposed format and potential benefits.

(5) Upgrade existing buildings

(1) Garden with Unique Features (a) Purpose: to improve the existing buildings so that design

(a) Purpose: to explain how the Cantonese community settled
down in Singapore and how the practice of ancestor worship
developed to become part of Singapore’s culture and national
heritage.

(b) Proposed Format: the creation of a copper-tooled wall
mural and/or miniature model with appropriate explanation
detailing this development.

(c) Potential Benefits: the model and explanation will help
visitors develop their appreciation of PST’s culture and custom.

(2) Exhibition Hall

(a) Purpose: to exhibit artifacts relevant to PST’s culture and
customs.

(b) Proposed Format: articles, photographs and pictures with
appropriate write-up and presentations.

(c) Potential Benefits: to complement the historical display in
the garden with unique features.

(3) Temple Culture

(a) Purpose: to explain the details behind specific aspects of
PST temple culture, and cultivate them into popular attractions.
(b) Proposed Format: informational pamphlets, fortune telling
facilities and religious activities.

(c) Potential Benefits: apart from increased income, these
activities can become tourist attractions.

(4) Upgrade Worship Area

(a) Purpose: to make clients agree that they have made a
worthwhile investment in choosing to use the facilities of PST.
(b) Proposed Format: to upgrade the designs of the Altar Plate
and worship areas.

(c) Potential Benefits: to improve PST income, increase
confidence of clients.

follows the same theme.

(b) Proposed Format: covered walkway, handicapped friendly
features with ramps for easy access.

(c) Potential Benefits: to improve the aesthetics of existing
building and also the image of PST.

(6) Develop Tourist Business

(a) Purpose: to help our counterparts in China to visit
Singapore and PST.

(b) Proposed Format: to train members of Clan associations to
be tourist guides who are able to take care of this special
group of people.

(c) Potential Benefits: to create employment opportunities for
clan association members, as well as increase membership.

(7) Invite Academics to study PST culture

(a) Purpose: to conduct insightful studies of PST history and its
traditional culture.

(b) Proposed Format: to host essay competitions on
traditional culture and encourage postgraduate students to do
their thesis/dissertation on topics associated with PST culture.
(c) Potential Benefits: the work and research of these students
will help in the gathering and organisation of PST historical
and cultural materials.

(8) Expand Existing Youth Wing

(a) Purpose: to pave the way for the clan associations to attract
younger members. Young people who wish to join the youth
activities must first be a member of one of the 16 clan
associations under PST.

(b) Proposed Format: to stage recruitment programme
targeted at the annual scholarship recipients.

(c) Potential Benefits: to inject new blood to PST and also help
respective clan associations to attract younger members.

PST intends to realize this plan within 10 years. At the time of writing this article, the implementation of (4) and (5) is in progress. As for
the other areas, details are being worked out and will be progressively implemented in due course.
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