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Our President Attended the Global Forum 2011
smlomiziiTB R EMNIS

Our President Dr Sam Kong San was invited to make a presentation on “Action Learning guided by Tao for Life-
long Learning” to the 16™ Annual Global Forum on “Executive Development and Business Driven Action Learning”
held in Singapore on 23 June 2011. This annual Global Forum is specially organised for a community of Action
Learning practitioners, consisting mainly heads of establishments, consultants and academics. Attendance at this
annual meeting is by invitation only. This global forum was initiated by a group of thirty Action Learning practitioners
who held a meeting in May 1996 at the Theseus Institute in southern France to share their experiences. Since then,
the forum has become an annual affair that is held at various international locations and is attended by business and
government leaders and senior executives. The current forum was the 16th of the series and was held in Singapore
from 20th to 23rd June 2011. Over the years, the community has built up a pool of close to 300 professionals from at
least 23 countries all over the world to share their knowledge and experiences in wide varieties of Action Learning.
This year, the theme was “Towards True Globalisation: New Directions in Results-Driven and Accelerated Executive
and Management Education in Asia and the World” and the focus was on East and West culture in Action Learning.

Dr Sam explained that Chinese culture can be understood through the teaching and philosophy of two men,
Confucius and Lao Tzu. Both were contemporaries in China about 2,500 years ago. Confucius’ teaching is about Ren
(1, Humanity), the relationship between two persons held by appropriate values. Confucius believes that society will
be in order if everyone observes their respective values. Among the values, the top value is filial piety, namely how
one treats his or her parents. Lao Tzu does not subscribe to Confucius humanistic teachings and thinks that pre-set
values are artificial. He sees that man is part of nature and all changes are in fact the manifestations of the dynamic
interplay between Yin and Yang, called Tao. He wrote the famous work Tao Te Ching using 5000 Chinese characters
to explain what Tao is and how things are. Based on the concept of the two interdependent parts of Yin and Yang,
Dr Sam proposed a learning model guided by Tao for life-long learning. As an illustration, he shared his learning
experiences at Peck San Theng (PST) after offering his 8-year volunteer services to this cultural rich organization. The
diagram below summarises what he learned about the Chinese customs and tradition in ancestor veneration.
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The history of ancestor veneration in China dates back at
least 4,000 years. Paying respects to“God"”or Heavenis the ruler’s
business because the emperor regards himself as the Son of
Heaven who has the mandate to rule. All his subjects must pay
respects to their ancestors and be loyal to the emperor. Since
the Han Empire (206 BCE - 220 CE), the country was ruled by a
family or Dynasty until 1911. The Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) was
overthrown by Dr Sun Yat-sen in 1911. China has since become
a Republic. Confucius clearly spelt out the meaning of ancestor
veneration 2,500 years ago and his teaching is still observed
today by the Chinese all over the world. Confucius’s teaching is
that “the son must properly organise a funeral for his deceased
parents and not forget to pay respects to them including their
ancestors thereafter”” Confucius even indicated how to do this
properly, which is, “treat your deceased parents as if they are
still alive”. For example, when paying respect to one’s deceased parents, one might bring along their favourite food and
share it with them as if they are around. Over the years, this has developed to become the Chinese month-long custom
called the Qing Ming festival. About 200 years ago, there was massive Chinese migration to various parts of the world
to seek new fortunes because of civil wars and natural disasters in their home country. Chinese people brought along
their traditions and customs of ancestor veneration. Like many other Chinese cemeteries, PST was established in 1870 in
response to the needs of the community. PST as an organisation with the same core business has been in existence for
the last 141 years and is still going strong. The Forum had a good discussion on business opportunities for facilitating
ancestor veneration in line with social development.
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