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Checklist for sons and daughters

M Visit parents often with your  when they recount the past & Have frequent heart-to-heart
spouse and children B Teach them to go online talks with them

B Try to spend holidays with M Help them take photographs B Take them to important
them as much as possible frequently functions

B Have birthday parties for B Express your love for them B Take them to tour your

them verbally workplace

B Cook for them Bl Help them unravel their B Travel with them .

H Call them every week emotional tangles B Get them to go for physical

B Don't stint on pocket money B Encourage their hobbies exercise

for them IE Support one’s parent, if he or  #]Join in their activities

B Make a card listing your she is widowed, to remarry appropriately !

parents’ details for them to B Take your parents for regular B Accompany them on visits to

carry around in case of health checks see their old friends

emergencies M Buy suitable insurance for - M Watch a movie in the cinema
: with them

B Listen attentively to them them
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An Outing to Universal Studio Singapore for the Youth Wings!
B A iy 3 1 0I5 R =

Even though Peck San Theng has 16 youth wings for the respective clan associations, all the youths seldom have
the opportunity to interact with one another. Thus, we were thankful that the management committee at Peck San
Theng and its youth wing came up with a joint event on

18 February to bring all the youths from the various 16-member clan associations together. What made it more
exciting was to have the event held at Universal Studio Singapore!

Despite this outing being a first meet up for some of the youths, all of us quickly warmed up at the prospect of
enjoying the thrilling rides together as a big group. Personally, | got to learn of the challenges faced by my counterparts
such as the common problem of recruiting younger members faced by many clan associations presently. These
discussions carried on even while we are inside the pitch dark ancient Mummy tomb! We had a good time exchanging
ideas on our vision of the future of clan associations, and Peck San Theng in particular.

After a hearty lunch at the Loui’s NY Pizza, we continued to explore the attractions and were given a spectacular
parade showcased only on weekends. We were busily snapping photographs as the floats and dancers strolled down
the streets while dancing to the lively music that rang throughout the whole area.

This outing might seem like a one-off event where the youths got to have fun. Certainly, we did have good fun.
However, this event also achieved two objectives. The first one being that it is an invaluable networking opportunity
for the youths hailing from the different member-clan associations. Through exchanging our contacts such as our
Facebook accounts, we established an informal network which will help facilitate more sharing among all of us.

Secondly, the outing served as a common experience for all us youths. This can help to cultivate a form of
camaraderie and given enough opportunities, the youths might just be as united as the senior members of the clan
associations in the near future.

Unity is fundamental to the associations’ survival given that the future is going to be a challenging one. Although
the way the youths think and do might deviate a little from our respected elders, our spirits is ever in line with the
federation that is to preserve our Chinese cultural heritage.
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Grand Universal Salvation Ritual (Wan Yuan Sheng Hui)

hglMa: REBSHaREW

A three-day event from 31 Aug to 2 Sep 2012 called Wan Yuan Sheng Hui(J7 i 4)
with a participation of with more than 2000 families took place at Peck San Theng
(PST). This ritual event was introduced to PST in 1923 and since then, it has
become one of the most important events organized by PST once in an
average of every five years. It was PST 18th Ji £ J{£ 2, as usual performed
by a group of Buddhist Monks, Nuns and Taoist Priests. Professor Choi
Chi Cheung and his colleague Dr. Jason Wei Jinxin from the Chinese
University of Hong Kong were invited to observe the event. Prof
Choi gave a talk to a group of VIP guests from Malaysia in Mandarin
and another one-hour talk in English to leaders of IRCCSs to share his
insightful knowledge on the historical development of JjZJlt2: and its
social meanings. The talk concluded that this ritual is not superstition but to
preserve and promote the family value of filial piety. Professor Choi Chi Cheung

The following is the excerpt of the talk in English.
By Choi Chi-cheung #<%# (The Chinese University of Hong Kong)

In the Ming and Qing period, Sacrifice for the Wandering Spirits (Ji Li%$ &) was a ritual enforced by the Chinese
Imperial State whereas ancestors of the recent four generations were worshiped at home. Since the mid-Ming
dynasty, with the development of localized lineage, selected remote ancestors were worshipped in ancestral hall(s).
The mid-summer hungry ghost festival in the seventh moon, sanctioned by the State, served to compromise the
state recognized Sacrifice for the Wandering Ghost ritual and the state restricted ancestral worship in the local
society. In the coastal areas of Fujian and Guangdong, there was Gong Pu/A %, or public salvation ritual, organized
by the community and Si PufAi%, or private salvation ritual, practiced by the family and individual organizations.
These salvation traditions in the seventh moon were inherited by the Chinese emigrants and widely practiced in the
Chinese communities overseas. Before 1949, or more specifically 1930s when communication between overseas
Chinese and their hometown, particularly when coffin repatriation, became increasingly more costly and difficult
because of global political unrest, burial in their adopted country became the only option for many overseas
Chinese. The number of bachelors or singled men who died while working in Southeast Asia also contributed
to the many unattended dead. Unlike in their hometown where spirits of remote relations are worshipped at
the ancestral hall(s), the Chinese in South East Asia worship the death at the graves or in the Associations in the
Spring (Qing Mingiii#) and Autumn (Chong Yang[5) ancestral festivals. In addition, the yearly Pudu (3%J%) ,
hungry ghost festival, following practices at home, worshipped ancestors at home and wandering spirits in the
street. However, when the overseas Chinese population grows exceeding five generations (roughly 100 years) they
encounter an ambivalent position towards those “ancestors” who are not supposed to be worshipped at home or
at tomb, but yet not ghost without descendants. These “ancestors” are marginally existed but they are not, and
should not be, wandering ghost. Powerful surname groups, like the QiusklS or the Xus i of Penang followed their
hometown tradition to transform regional associations into “ancestral halls”in order to pacify “ancestors” who were
no longer worshipped at home. However, for the majority who cannot afford an ancestral hall to accommodate
spirits of remote distance, the Grand Universal Salvation Rituals thus serve to solve their ritual dilemma, in their
overseas context.



Unlike the Pudu salvation ritual which is organized annually, the Grand Universal Salvation Ritual is celebrated
only when there is a special need. The Ritual was “invented” in South China in the late Qing period as a response
to the concurrent anti-superstitious sentiment. In the Ritual, the principle objects of offering (zhu jian3: )
always include tablets of national martyrs who died in various wars, general ancestors of the associations or the
communities as well as spirits of the universe. Like their fellow countrymen in south China, organizers of the Ritual
in Southeast Asia always associate the Ritual with Confucian filial piety. It is, as stated in PST's 1922 announcement
of their first Ritual, “a commemoration (ji nian£C ) like commemoration of national heroes and of ancestors at
home! It is welfare and commemoration the elites Chinese emphasized. And, through such proclamation, the elite
Chinese distanced themselves from superstitions.

The Chinese overseas, unlike in their ancestral homeland where remote ancestors were worshipped in ancestral
halls, they had to rely on associations to help them to “re-home” their remote ancestors so that unattended remote
ancestors would not becoming wandering ghosts. To ease their worries they had two options: (1) through the Ritual,
particularly the rigorous Taoist ritual, to ensure the ancestors be reborn. The ritual itself is a performance to remind
the worshippers that their ancestors are saved from purgatory and hence will not harm them with malevolence.
(2) By affiliating themselves with the regional associations as well as the PST, their remote ancestors, if not reborn,
will become a collective ancestor worshipped with respect on a regular basis. In other words, the Ritual served to
move the ancestor’s affiliation from “family” to “institution” It is therefore a ritual charity, an extension of filial piety,
and, through settling the ancestral spirits in the overseas settlements, re-assert local belonging and identity.

TRENEES

Dr Sam Kong San opening speech

After the talk PST received positive comments from Miss Tay Siow Chien Senior Executive of MCYS in her
email: “I learnt a lot from the seminar and had actually shared with a few seniors and friends, who actually

expressed surprise at the ritual. They were very amazed at the history of this ritual. One commented that it was

really great to know that an organisation in Singapore is helping to maintain the Chinese tradition so that it
doesn't get lost in the developments. ”
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