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Strengthening Ties with all Kwong Wai Siew associations.
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RAFFLES INSTITUTION, We Thank You
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PST to develop niche facilities for Block 02
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PST commemorated Dragon Boat Festival with dumplings
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Disappearance of Chinese Schools
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10th Worldwide Zhongshan Association Convention |
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KONG CHOW WUI KOON: awarded “Outstanding Clan of the Year 2013"
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NING YEUNG WUI KUAN: celebrated 192th Anniversary
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POON YUE ASSOCIATION: Installation of 46th Term Management Committee
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HOK SAN ASSOCIATION: Open House
to showcase cultural heritage
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YEN PENG WUI KUAN: Muar returning visit
6 914 H, B NI 23 1 52 38 RS 5 R G T R
)R AL 10T AR 20 e s, Bl s K kAL
RIS B R . R B, EEREE
= SPTFEe, e KM R o ORI ] A CRASUBE i i1 2
AR LE A
6 /928 H R 74 022 b PRk 3 ) e TR R T 7 4
B, He KOO % [ 35 4 HE P B i )R 42
PSRRIV o B U I AT S A

L ATACHR

RMIRSIE: RMN175/EF
NAM SUN WUI KUN:
celebrated 175th
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Panyu hero Deng Shichang martyred during First
Sino-Japanese Sea Battle ( 1894 - 1895 )
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Remember our Forefathers,
Searching for Ancestry roots

Shao Bian, Nanhai, Birthplace of My GrandFather

My paternal grandfather $£3 (3535) was born in Shao Bian
(Cantonese: Siu Bin), Aif1 a surname clan village, within the
urban and suburban towns of Dali Zhén Xifi$E and Yanbu
Zhén 448 on the outskirt of Nanhai (Cantonese: Nam Hoi)
778, about 40-minute drive from Guangzhou J .

Being Grateful tk7k 2 :F
Since | had no impression of my paternal great-grandfather &304 and forefathers 84, it was a desire to satisfy my
curiosity and discover something nostalgic that led me to make a two-week trip to Shao Bian. During March this year | felt
it was time to strengthen my identity as an ethnic Chinese by fulfilling my desire to trace my family’s roots F1R.

To be on this journey makes me sentimental. This is more significant during Qingming &R Festival when Chinese
traditionally pay homage to ancestors %%#H as a gesture of filial piety.

There is a saying $x 7k & yin shui sT yuan, literary meaning ‘when drinking water, think of its source’. Don’t forget where
our happiness comes from. Chinese emphasize on being grateful to parents and forefathers for all the blessings and well-
being.

A Place of Pride and Phenomenal Progress

Lying in the Pearl River Delta ¥I=Fil, Nanhai is situated in the heart of the Lingnan I4& area. Its advantageous
location benefits commercially from the convenience of a highway transportation system.

It is the birthplace of the Qing Dynasty i8] period reformist leader, Kang Youwéi R4 (1858 -1927), the legendary
physician and martial art hero, Huang Féihdng (Cantonese: Wong Fei Hung) k8 (1847 -1924) , and Yé Weén
( Cantonese: Yip Man) Rtjg] (1893-1972). The latter was the martial arts teacher who taught Yong chan quan kungfu
#k&#. He had several students who later became teachers in their own right, and among them was Bruce Lee Z=/\J
(1940-1973).

Nanhai a district administered by Fushan L, a prefecture-level city in the Guangdong |~% province, is credited as
one of Guangdong’s four trail-blazing economic zones. It was designated by the central government as a pilot city for
e-government through extensive IT in 2001. Its government is the first to have developed info-tech electronic administration
at the county level in China. ( Source: www.fs-hitech.gov.cn {# LIS X )
Nanhai has in recent years made gigantic strides in rapid infrastructure 7— _
and economic development. It provides today an exemplary model for _~ 2 iF

. development. It prvides odsy an sxemplary mads P 2000 - % &7
private enterprises, advanced manufacturing, technological innovation, B tonsl Constatlys Conferonce A 11

= 92009

and international cooperation. It has become a central powerhouse it W=+ iEE
integrating various hi-tech industries, engaged in auto & auto-parts, F?ﬁ%‘*ﬂ?ﬂ#tkﬁq:g;; Senl

opto-electronics, health-care, high-end equipment, intelligent home E,,.E l"u‘f" ﬁj,"l B;}';.hw_ 1% ¥ 2]
appliances, and environmental protection. In 2012, Nanhai achieved a (IRESUCIES I AN S IV :
gross regional domestic product of 196.6 billion yuan (renminbi AR ),
ranking it 4th position among the National Top 100 Districts in 2012.
(Pic: Global IT Giant Fujitsu Officially Moves into Nanhai. November 20, 2009)

The Plus Factor: Proper Channel

Followingprotocol, IwaswellreceivedbyofficialsfromFushan Shif# L 7 prefecture-levelcityandfromNanhaidistrict & i X . Ata
reception, |met other officials from Dali Zhén X ifi$& the urbantown and Yanbu Zhén £ #4H the suburban town, the Lianan Can
Bt Z 4 village and more importantly, the leaders and elders from Shao Bian #Bifl the surname clan village.

Altogether, five persons looked after me during my tour. | really appreciate their assistance. To them, | am deeply grateful.

“First Founder” Ancestor & Forefathers

Zhao Gong Shi Z/A8& (original name: JT Shi JEg&), “First Founder” ancestor of the Shao surname AKX 15%E was the fifth
son of King Wen of Zhou B3 E (i &) (1152 -1056 BC) , and a highly competent senior official serving four generations of
Zhou Dynasty emperors. The Shao ff character was later adopted by descendants, to reflect that the territory conferred by
the emperor. Shao Rong #f5<, the Great ancestor kK4, of our Shao clan in Nanhai, and his family migrated from Hénan
Ludyang ;A& BA during the 22nd year of the Song Chéo Dynasty 5R&f (960-1279) to Guangddng |~ %, and settled down
in a place which later became known as Shao Bian #BiZ.




My Position in the Ancestry Tree

As many records were burnt during turbulent times to safeguard the extended families, | was told a broken
family tree. Nevertheless, my great-grandfather was an outstanding physician who taught my father medicine.
He was from the 21st generation in the clan in Guangdong. His second wife gave birth to 4 sons. Among

them was my grandfather (22th generation), a martial arts champion. In this hierarchy, | am a 24th generation
descendant and an uncle or great uncle to many.

New Relatives, lost and found

Newly found relatives hosted for me hearty welcome lunches. For years, | had yearned for this moment, and was
overwhelmed when meeting them though | had never met them before. We toured the village, their self-funded
school and kindergarten. They also invited me to a boisterous family celebration party and also dinner at the
ancestral hall #5&. Very impressed by their thoughtful hospitality, | felt very touched. Being in contact with them
is so comforting, as many relatives, elders and friends in Singapore have already passed on.

They found the remaining daughter of my distant uncle, a dedicated goldsmith who worked some 50 years in
Singapore. Her identity was verified when she told me correctly the name of his workplace. Besides, | was shown
a photo of this uncle who had helped my family financially. It was like yesteryears when this uncle always gave me
dried longans whenever | visited him in the now-defunct goldsmith shop.

Coincidentally, it was timely to pay respect to Great Ancestor in Nanhai during the Qingming Festival. The

grave and tombstone were well maintained by the clan people, who generously paid for the construction and
conservation. Local villagers were joined by those coming from faraway provinces. The spontaneous camaraderie
of helping out each other, carrying roasted piglets, performing offerings, doing prayer rituals, making donations and
distributing red packets was filled with festive joy, amidst the cooling drizzle. Solidarity is strength.

Past and Present

Having stayed in a new village house, among century-
old, rustic bare-bricks houses, | was able to see glimpses
of yesteryears, like fetching well water from the ground.
Nostalgic architectures that are reminiscent of the old
world charm co-exist in contrast with shopping malls, high-
rise office blocks and deluxe hotels among the modern
landscape. There are abundant evidence of spectacular
progress made by the native Chinese populace whose
resilience has endured hardship from internal wars,
foreign invasions, revolutions and structural reforms.

As a Chinese from overseas, | felt abundant cultural
connection and particularly sentimental attachment to
this place, the birthplace of my grandfather, whom | had
only heard of.

Upon Reflection

Beyond strengthening ethnic identity, it is all about preserving and promoting basic cultural values, customs and
practices.

It took first-hand experience to appreciate the benefits of root searching. Going on such a quest definitely help to
broaden one’s perspective, test our interactive skills, acquire new knowledge, make new connections and expand
networks.

Above all, the overriding factor for the success of such a trip is the earnestness of the visitor. Positive vibes flow to
assist the person who radiated sincerity when dealings with others. Everything else will fall naturally into place. Be
street-smart, flexible and adaptable.

The right attitude is to show respect, friendliness and concerns, giving thanks, and reciprocate their generous
hospitality by contributing to good causes like restoration of old buildings, funding for schools and hospitals, helping
the underprivileged and disadvantaged. Being able to contribute is happiness.

Nurture good intentions, speak respectfully, show good will, do good deeds. In return, blessings will come. Go
travelling. Enjoy the good time while we can.

To our forefathers and clan people, | salute them all... Shao Hongxi 3F 31§ 78
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