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Swearing-in of Office-bearers of the 103rd Term (2015-2017) of
the Advisors, Trustees, Management & Supervisory Committees, was
withessed by Mr Chan Chun Sing Minister in the Prime Minister's Office
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The 103rd Committees Swearing-In Ceremony
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Mr Sum Onn Woh, President of 103rd Committee in his
acceptance speech stated that there is still much to
be done
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Mr Lee Tat Cheng out-going President urged for
raising of standards in future developments
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The New General Secretary Mr Chan Sow Wing stresses
better communications amongst members
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Mr Chou Yik Lin The out-going General Secretary
stated that our organisation to strive for unity in
purpose
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Board of Trustees with Minister Chan
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The Special Development Committee
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The Investment Commitiee
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List of 103rd Term Office-bearers(2015-2017) Advisors,Trustees, Management & Supervisory Committees
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Calender of Events: Feb to Aug 2015
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Some exhibits at "Becoming Bishan "
organised by Raffles Institution with
contributions from Peck San Theng
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Prayers initiating the
smooth progress of Blk 02
development works
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Culture across the centuries, celebrating Lion City’s Golden Jubilee
BES0FEERMIE1754F

AttEEHS I ESER,

ETFERILEERER,

BiEEWA, THEERA, AHETERR,
"HEeicIZ, WESEERT LI o E EIRIRIK?
REEWA, FEEWH, EELFTYHHE!

6 28 HM L, By e AR LU R K HERE 2, BOPs D SeBRR IO 2B, IRZIHBREE T 19844E AL &
RN (ZBRTED) AR, ORI 2 5N R o o

SG502 [ H175E &£ $G50 Kong Chow Wui Koon’s 175th Anniversary Celebration

I B N 2 VR DA DR 3 2 [ 5.0 J) A B S VR AL 175 A, A8 6V Wi B ox JT R LI S AL A 2 1 )7
G R T N B A R IR A, A £ SO I 4 2 T AE A AR SCAL D5 T A R Dk, A S8l RN
IRORFFIBSR “ o0 IR ACIRAS, AR NSRS 547, ATk e . Mt sl [ N R 5 B Bk o, #5058
PREA. HBE100044 5K HIRFANK 206 50 58 il & G IX TR o

N T B IZ P U, 75 2 o E I 4 [ Ry o BT o g e 5 DA SCAG R B E AR S pE R, 1%
TE IR TR e — (R Gk X AR T, AT 8540 & AR oK, I SE TR 74 50 0 A8 IR R 4R 4

R TR, ok 5 TR Ui R KGR R BTG RS D S BRA (BIE AR S BRI 3 A Bo) BUA 5628
R, AR FFRQSE, KPR T, SUESOWE T, @R, BN NERL HIRR
WIFE N 28R A2 BT, it BR824 e it o , . : .

194559 HOE S 5, Rl MM TRV ad Pk &2
S5, R, JFRA DG, WAERT
BT P L. SR, &
T BN S 5B A 20580, A
Mtk BBEK.

AR, 3oredy, By, XA
=, iUy, H0UY, B A
AUEM, T, sUPER S R, 5B
NGy, PSR AE R N .

XRBAERZ S
B, fEEREIEZE T, M SRR QR BOR T TR, By, BT

] P R DI MR A AR SR PR . BRI AT RS & 5N, s it ] 5 SR BURS RS, 56 i i
EGEIIRBORNPREEI, FEAR = EE DX (%)« K CPD 9k C8) = kA FIE R BN, (E5ES
FRBRIINE, Hh R R, G B B NRIEIR, I, s,

it M 0K S ARTE S AR TR LLE A, TEANEZUS, BRI FTREPROOR, 2 ANFR TR, i
KX AR A AR A S, SRS, WAEPUAR L RIS E AR 3E R, SRR BB . SR
JREE=INARE B, W AR B 2SI 5 — i PR G B O A SRR TR, SRR — 552, B DL T HES
AR, AR S AT R A R R U A AR R AR 3R, SRR T Sede . MRS A

WS ROCH, SRS IR B R M R XUB 2 UM 5], DL TS\, A2 %
S, JEBL T EORI ) M. BN 5 R K Il (R, SRR, e, S ANE R T SN A
4, ImI ALK 16 NABB, 2R 503 (8 FE 5 LI E . TER2mE (S8R TE) ME s (KT
U RNE) Bt SRR R F Ak, #4200, 7T Rl R

MG SRR



FHaMHEF SKFR

7 20 20 R O 500 3O\ N M0
R T )R g A

S CEZBAY « CGEEBED . B 1o calebrstion 3 %B0dhow Wl Koog-aF
CPBAKAY « (REF) . (K o ‘mﬁ%ﬁ“ ot !
T AR« (RILMEE) 4, P NEES VU e
EREAMBR, ZHARTRA, 5 e & WL ERes S i
IR Ak, 4 AR, O EROIHR RN &

BEHEEmI (Y)Y o FEREE,
SRS, BRI R SR (K) , BUER KA MR K .

HKHEREZE, BC B S SO RO ke, b 2R SR AR ST 1 5D R I, BURCRE R IR, ik
7 G ORI — AN HELUE L I B

FESCAL R S (AT — R (6 2T H) , S UAEA K N7 ) Ol Ry . 28 H B4,
KRAPE AR, RE BRI, DRFE . R512004 208 L M SR, B RAT BORAL
ey, WHER UL 212 bnB 5Pk, Jf e EEIBL ALY,

BEAh, RZE AR T GBIt K150 J8 42 e ) M 23 15 175 JA 4E DR IR L 5 1) e R M2 TR b
S, AR EICY), SUR1TSEREAL, U EARES TA, IR SREE N AR, SO L U ST
M Bh 55, BSOF%.

HERMNSIB175 B IR

6 - 28 H, [ JH 43 1F [0 175 J& 48 i i
MER, BEeE, THEETHZL
B, R SEons e R A e, 2
W2 HAMEIR, R NSIEE R -
RIS &E, RIBBIASHE SIS, S5 &
Wrs, AR, mGRE, +
R R A M R, BTN S
AT 55 2 B 2 A, B ek s, L
B KRB A e, e, LAt
H202 7[R F s e, RIS RBRISKATR A %, R KRB R M AE AN H A (1 R4 13X
F, HERE YR,

Suxmungenss

BERB KBRS A b
_. B13Ananesueun

BEDOARBRENMS Rk
Forum with En Ping People’s government
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Ching Yoon Wooi Kwoon: 4th World’s Friendship Conference
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Yen Peng Wui Kuan: Visit from Guangdong En Ping County Government
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Poon Yue Association
celebrates Parent’s Day
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Hok San Association: Guan Yin Festival
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Some traditions regarding roast piglet
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Remembering our forebears
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Kwong Tong Ma Jie

The Shun Tak Community Guild ( Jli<{E ) has just published
a book “Kwong Dong Ma Jie” ( ["%#83H ) which provides a fairly
detailed background of the rise of this social phenomenon from the
end of the 19th Century till its gradual decline in the late 1970’s. For
a brief introduction regarding Ma-jie, refer to YANG ( 17 ) Issue #24,
page 14/15.

The author Lee Kok Leong ( ZE#E ), son of an immigrant

Cantonese from Hok San, had personally been in contact with ma-

jies who were his family’s neighbours; living in the upper storey of a
pre-war type shophouse to Chinatown.

In fact his direct recollections of seven of these ma-jie neighbours
form an anecdotal bulk of one chapter.

Catching the reader’s attention from the start of the book in the
first chapter, is a short biography of Au Yong Yin, the very ma-jie who
took care of the then Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew’s three children
— Hsien Loong, Wei Ling and Hsien Yang. Interviewing Au Yong at
first hand in her home in ShunDe, Guangdong, author Lee provided
hitherto unreported facts regarding the close, harmonious and mutually
respecting relationships between employer and housemaid.

The bulk of the book delves into the background history of the
Cantonese Nam-Poon-Shun ( @&li=& ) counties in the Pearl River

HENEERSER Oy

[picture of book’s cover]

Delta from where most of the ma-jies originated. Beginning with Chapter 3 to 4, the narrative reached back into Ming

Dynasty period through the Opium
Wars and then the Republican Period
juxtapositioning social and economic
conditions with contemporary
developments in British-ruled
Singapore, which led to the large
scale emigration of Southern Chinese
women into Malaya and Singapore.

After settling down into their
country of domicile, these hardy
and independent women led an
industrious life which by and large
won them the respect of their
employers through sheer hard work,
honesty and impeccable personal
decorum. In their old age, many have
retired to the Zhai-tongs (vegetarian

houses ¥#) if they had remained [picture of Au Yong Yin and Lee Wei Ling]
spinsters; others with their children or members of their extended families. One group of these thrifty ladies even
pooled their money and built themselves a retirement home in ShunDe and named it elegantly as Ping Yoke Tong (

KEE).

The participation and contributions of ma-jie to many religious festivals, both of Buddhist and Taoist followings,
are also noted by the author. One Buddhist deity is “Guan Yin” who is particularly revered by ma-jies and to which
Lee Kok Leong ascribe the reason being that “the self-combed spinsters revere Guan Yin because in their beliefs,
Guan Yin is a representation of womens’ celibacy” ( Bfi&EENE, EAEMIIEIS, NEFEIEKER ).



These Cantonese women, who left to history an enduring but largely unrecognized legacy of Ma-jie, hopefully 93
will not fade into oblivion with this book as a testimony to their industry.
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Some retired ma-jies from Singapore in Ping Yoke Tong, ShunDe, GuangDong.

Footnote: The Shun Tak Clan Association is graciously donating the sales of 2000 copies of this book to the
Kwong Wai Siew Free Hospital. by Kwan Yue Keng (%3&#2 )
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<Becoming Bishan> Exhibition at Bishan Library
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