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Write up on Improvements at
KWONG WAI SIEW PECK SAN THENG

Kwan Yue Tong

We are celebrating the 148" anniversary of Kwong Wai Siew Peck San Theng (“KWS”)
this year. This means that KWS has been in existence for one and a half centuries. KWS has
always been run by the 16 clan associations of Guangdong which sent their most trusted
and capable members to represent them.

The more senior amongst us will recall that the whole of Bishan was, until about 40 years
ago, used as a burial ground for the immigrants from the Guangdong province of China for
150 years. The beautiful city of Bishan now provides housing for thousands of families and is
home to eight schools such as Raffles Institution, Catholic High and Ai Tong Secondary. KWS,
was once had 324 acres of land, was left with 8 acres. This necessitated a shift from ground
burials to the cremation of our deceased. There was a need to find a place to store the urns
which held the ashes of our deceased.

The then-president of KWS, Mr. Ho Kok Cheong {8 E E (Tenure: 1977-1979) took charge of

the project to build the columbarium to store these urns. With his fine knowledge on
property development, he picked the right architects to build the columbarium as we see it
today. The overnight change from ground burials to cremations was foreign to us and
brought with it many difficulties. Members of every term try their best to improve the
situation. We saw KWS progress on an unprecedented scale. They improved the facilities of
the columbarium to create a more uplifting atmosphere and improved the sales of niches to
increase funding for improvement works and community projects. Some of these
improvements include introducing glass roofs and building the heritage gallery so that our
history and culture may be preserved and remembered. We have a range of niches which
cater to different needs. For example, some of our more spacious niches are located at
blocks 02 and 62, while some of our newer niches are located at block 71. We also price our
niches competitively and KWS is located in a convenient location in the heart of the island.
As a testament to our capabilities, we are constantly packed during the annual Qing Ming
festival but always manage to handle the crowds and traffic to ensure convenience and ease
of mind for our visitors. We are proud of our columbarium grounds and earnestly urge you
to contact us to come visit our grounds for yourself.
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