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CALLIGRAPY in Fu De Ci

by Kwan Yue Keng Xi&k%

In Peck San Theng’s Fu De Ci (f&f&%7) Temple of the Tutelary Deity, known commonly as Tua Pek Kong (K{HZ) and
synonymously in Cantonese as Tutelary Land Deity (#1FE22). there are two plaques inside the temple, one on each side
flanking the main entrance. The two plaques have identical words engraved on them — they are the universally accepted
phrase f&fEtEth — meaning Fu De’s Perpetual Protective Blessings.

Right side plaque — written in xing shu 1T style

On the right hand side, the plaque was engraved as written in Oct.1978 by Luo Rong Ji (% 5R&), describing him as from
scholar of Qingyuan county “;&3=8 A”Actually he was a traditional Chinese medical practitioner with his practice in
People’s Park Complex. He is also a well respected calligrapher and in 1996 published his own book of Chinese large

calligraphy.

Left side plaque — written in kai shu ¥&33 style



Kwan Siew Cha BAIEE

This plaque however, does not have the name of the calligrapher engraved on it. Who was this calligrapher?

It was none other than Kwan Siew Chai (BAJK:#) from ShunTak Community Guild, who wrote the words on this plaque.
He served in the 84th Management Committee of Kwong Wai Siew Peck San Theng. It was the then President, the late Ho
Kok Cheong ({A]EE) , who encouraged Kwan to serve in the Committee, both being Shun Tak clansman. At the request
of the Committee, he was requsted to write one of the plaques for the temple. Being a very humble classic gentleman of
the old order, he refused to have his name engraved on the plaque in spite of entreaties from the other members of the
Committee. The author hopes that this write-up will at least give him some belated recognition.

Mr Kwan emigrated to Singapore in 1928 at the age of nineteen with a younger brother, and together worked in the glazier
business till they retired. Born in 1909, Kwan loved Chinese classics and was well-read in them. From the time of his
birth, his father even prepared his head with a queue (or pig-tail —{§##F) which all males must have in the era of the
Qing Dynasty. Naturally, the ‘pig-tail” was removed after the 1911 Revolution which overthrew the Qings.

One of Kwan’s best friend in the Peck San Theng Committee was Mr.Lee Fook Hoong (ZE4&3) from the Tung An
County (REH), Of course Lee was better known by his pseudonym Lee Dai Suo (X&), famous Cantonese story-
teller. Both often sharing a glass of wujiapi and exchanging stories of old, in their spare time.
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